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STUDENT 
SUMMER EXPERIENCES 
RUN GAMUT OF LEGAL CAREER OPTIONS KU LAW STUDENTS 

spend their summers learning in as 

many settings as there are varieties of 

legal practice. They develop their 

practical lawyering skills in small and 

large practices, public agencies and 

businesses all over the state, nation 

and world. They take law classes at 

home and abroad and they volunteer 

their time and intellect in far-flung 

regions of the world that most of us can 

only read about.  You may be surprised 

to learn what KU Law students do 

during the summer. 
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ALLEN DOYEL: TOKYO, JAPAN
To further his knowledge in the field of intellectual property 
and to fulfill a desire to see Japan, third-year law student 
Allen Doyel participated in the Santa Clara University 
Summer Abroad Program in Tokyo.

The Santa Clara program divides the summer into two 
halves. Students take Japanese law classes taught in 
English during the first half and spend the second half 
participating in internships with law firms and corporations 
in Japan.   Allen attended classes on Japanese and 
intellectual property law then worked at a Japanese 
company that manufactures semi-conductors.  Allen had 
what he calls a “very Japanese” experience.

“The other employees would take us out and show us how 
they spend their down time,” Allen said. “I got to 
experience what it was like to be the Japanese salary 
man.”

Though the language barrier didn’t cause Allen any 
problems in the classroom, not speaking fluent Japanese 
was his biggest obstacle during his time in Tokyo.

“I was told that everyone speaks English, but that just isn’t 
true,” he said. “It was not bad at work because my 
supervisor spoke English. But most of my co-workers did 

not speak English. And as far as getting around Tokyo 
was concerned, you were on your own.”

Some of the best aspects of his experience involved 
travel throughout Japan and taking in the country’s rich 
history during his free time from school and work. He 
stayed overnight at a Buddhist temple and attended a 
sumo tournament during his stay.

Allen has already passed the patent bar and plans to 
practice international patent law when he graduates. 
Ideally, he would like to practice somewhere on the West 
coast or in another area with close ties to Asia.

BURTON WARRINGTON: ALBUQUERQUE, N.M., 
AMERICAN INDIAN LAW CENTER PRE-LAW 
SUMMER INSTITUTE
Burton Warrington, a second-year law student from 
Wisconsin, spent the summer as a teaching assistant in 
the American Indian Law Center’s Pre-Law Summer 
Institute (PLSI) at the University of New Mexico School 
of Law. PLSI simulates eight weeks of law classes 
intended to replicate the intense experience of the first 
weeks of law school. Subject matters covered include 
torts, property, legal analysis, research and writing, and 
Indian law. The courses are treated the same as they 

“A lot of people of my 
generation are looking at not 
addressing problems as they 
come, but addressing them 

before they come.” 

– Burton Warrington

Burton WarringtonAllen Doyel
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would be in any other law school curriculum, though 
participating students do not receive credit. The experience is 
often likened to boot camp by exiting students.

 “I went back as a teaching assistant because I wanted to give 
back to the program, but I also had other motivations,” he said. 
“First off, I have aspirations to be a teacher someday, so I 
wanted to get that experience. But it is also a prestigious 
program, and getting so many important people in one place 
was really beneficial. The program has been in existence for 40 
years and most prominent Indian lawyers have been through the 
program and come back to teach there. Rebecca Tsosie, 
professor of law at Arizona State University and author of one of 
the main texts on Indian law, was an instructor in the program. I 
also had the opportunity to interact with Sam Deloria, who has 
been director of the program for 36 years. He has been 
influential in policy on a Congressional level since he started in 
that position.”

Involvement with PLSI flows seamlessly with Burton’s 
aspirations for his post-law school career. His father was a 
member of the Menominee Tribe and his mother is a member 
of the Potawatomi and Ho-Chunk Tribes. He was raised on the 
Menominee Reservation and his family has a history of 
leadership in the Menominee Tribe. He feels a sense of duty to 
follow this tradition. His goal is to use his legal experience to 
bridge communication gaps between tribal and local, state and 
federal governments.

Burton said PLSI provides much more for the 
Native American legal community than 
educational opportunities for new law students. 
It also serves as a forum for discussing the 
pressing issues of tribal life and developing 
solutions.

“A lot of people of my generation are looking at 
not addressing problems as they come, but 
addressing them before they come,” he said. 
“There was a lot of discussion of putting tribal 
customs into formal codes. The hope is that 
having our customs in written form will help 
avoid conflict.”

DEVIN S. SIKES: OVERLAND PARK, 
KAN., SPRINT NEXTEL CORPORATION
Devin S. Sikes, a third-year law student and 
Kansas native, balances a profound admiration 
for his home with a lively curiosity about foreign 
cultures and languages. He is pursuing a career 
in international law and is participating in the 
International Trade and Finance Certificate 
Program. He has studied in Spain and Turkey, 
worked as a law clerk in Argentina, and traveled 
extensively throughout Europe and Latin 
America. But Devin spent this summer much 
closer to home.

Devin spent the summer clerking for the Office 
of General Counsel at Sprint Nextel Corporation 
in Overland Park, Kan.  In keeping with his 
interests, he was able to work extensively on 
international commercial transactions. In all, 
Devin worked on transactions with entities 
based in more than 11 countries. 

“I particularly enjoyed finding the devil in the 
details while working on cross-border 
transactions,” he said. “I also achieved a greater 
appreciation for the complexity of internal 
business operations of a major corporation 
engaged in the global market and the 
considerations that weigh on company 
decisions.”

Devin Sikes (3rd from left) with his colleagues at Sprint Nextel Corp.Burton Warrington
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Devin drafted, reviewed and helped close a number of 
transactions of great benefit to Sprint, including master 
agreements, services agreements and settlement 
agreements. He authorized a repayment agreement with a 
foreign entity that helped Sprint recover more than $1.5 
million in overdue payments. He also completed an initial 
draft of an intellectual property agreement for a Sprint-led 
joint venture based in Dubai, Saudi Arabia.

“I am confident these experiences will contribute to my 
future and a fruitful career in international legal practice,” 
he said.

Based on his experience with and knowledge of 
international trade issues, Devin was offered and has 
accepted a law clerk position with Judge Judith M. Barzilay 
of the U.S. Court of International Trade in New York. He 
will begin his clerkship in September 2008.  These 
clerkships are highly sought after by law graduates across 
the country.  Devin will be joined by another KU Law 
student, John Foote, who will clerk for another judge 
on the U.S. Court of International Trade, Judge 
Gregory Carmen.  

DANNY MOSKOWITZ: MEMPHIS, TENN., 
BALLIN, BALLIN & FISHMAN
Second-year law student Danny Moskowitz spent the 
summer working for Ballin, Ballin & Fishman, a criminal 
defense firm in Memphis, Tennessee.

The firm’s name may sound familiar to those who followed 
the notable Mary Winkler case.  The firm represented 
Winkler who was accused of murdering her minister 
husband. According to MSNBC, Ms. Winkler said her 
husband had been a highly abusive partner throughout 
their marriage. She was convicted of voluntary 
manslaughter.1  According to ABC News, she was 
sentenced to three years in prison, but given credit for 
time served and allowed to complete her sentence in a 
mental hospital.2

“In the Winkler sentencing, Danny was prominently 
seated behind the firm’s other attorneys,” Marvin Ballin, 
one of Danny’s supervisors, said. “He wrote the 
sentencing brief under the supervision of my son (Leslie 

Ballin) and Mr. Farese (Steve Farese, another of 
Winkler’s attorneys), and he did a wonderful job 
on it.” 

Danny said his work on a high-profile case like the 
Winkler sentencing was fun, but that he found most 
of the cases he worked on equally exciting. His day-
to-day work in the practice presented plenty of 
intriguing challenges.

“We saw maybe 150 clients each day, so there was 
always something interesting to work on,” he said. 
“There was never a dull moment.”

Danny’s experience at Ballin, Ballin & Fishman 
reinforced his aspiration to practice criminal defense 
work, including white-collar crime. He came to 
understand more fully the importance of a good 
defense for every accused criminal.

“My experience there reaffirms that no matter who 
you are or what you’ve done, you deserve 
representation under the law,” he said.

BEAU JACKSON: WASHINGTON, D.C., 
OFFICE OF THE U.S. TRADE 
REPRESENTATIVE
With a background working in the Peace Corps in 
Africa and strong interest in international law, second-
year law student Beau Jackson secured a summer 
position in the general counsel’s office of the Office 
of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR).  The general 
counsel’s office assigned Beau to the African Affairs 
Division, where he performed a mix of legal and 
policy work related to U.S. bilateral relations with 
African nations.

Beau was one of 50 students in the nation selected 
as a 2007 Sonnenschein Scholar. The program 
provides selected students with summer stipends to 
underwrite the cost of student summer public service 
or policy programs. The Sonnenschein Scholar 
Program was created by the Sonnenschein Scholar 
Foundation, an outreach arm of the Sonnenschein 
Nath & Rosenthal LLP law firm.
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Beau had many educational opportunities in his role at the 
USTR.  He drew heavily upon the writing skills he developed in 
his Lawyering classes.

“On the legal side I helped draft a trade and investment 
cooperation agreement with the Southern African Customs 
Union, worked on a bilateral investment treaty with Rwanda, 
drafted memoranda regarding International Trade Commission 
hearings on the abundant supply provisions of recent legislation, 
and researched appropriate sanctions for an international 
company accused of illegal transshipment,” Beau said.

Beau found his experience immeasurably worthwhile. He not 
only learned a great deal about practicing international trade law, 
but he also felt he was able to contribute to the mission of the 
USTR.

“Working at USTR was an endlessly fascinating and educational 
experience,” he said. “Not only did I gain a foundation of 
technical skills necessary to become an international trade 
lawyer, I also had an inside view into the complexities of trade 
policy formulation. I’m humbled by having had the opportunity to 
work in such a dynamic environment, and I am grateful for the 
excellent preparation provided to me by KU Law.”

JULIE LARSON: KHARTOUM, SUDAN, 
MUTAWINAT LEGAL AID CLINIC
During her summer break, second-year law 
student Julie Larson volunteered with 
Mutawinat, a legal aid clinic in Khartoum, Sudan, 
that provides assistance to displaced individuals. 

Julie has a passion for refugee and asylum law 
and wanted to spend the summer engaged in 
legal work in a conflict or post-conflict center. 
She searched through an on-line refugee rights 
database and started contacting legal aid 
organizations that work with internally displaced 
people. Mutawinat was receptive to having 
her as a volunteer, so she started making 
travel plans.

She lived with a host family in Khartoum close 
to the center of the city, which allowed her to 
visit the refugee and internally displaced 
persons (IDP) camps and build relationships with 
the people living there.

“With the IDP camps, I always had to go with a 
Sudanese person who had a permit,” she said. 
“But the refugee camp was open. People from 

“It was so inspiring to me to 
have these experiences because 
it gave me a great idea of what 
a lawyer should be. If we are 
going to fight for justice, we 
have to be acquainted with 

marginalized people.” 

– Julie Larson

Beau Jackson with colleagues at the USTR.
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Ethiopia, Somalia, Iraq and Syria lived there in cardboard 
boxes behind the UN High Commissioner for Refugees’ 
home, just a ten-minute walk from my house. They became 
dear friends to me.”

Julie’s main role in assisting Mutawinat was writing grant 
proposals. Through this work Julie helped fill the 
organization’s greatest, most time-consuming, need, and 
she developed firsthand knowledge about the people served 
by the agency. 

“They have to submit funding proposals to get money from 
the UN, CARE, UNICEF, Save the Children and other such 
organizations, and they spend about 50-60% of their time 
writing the proposals,” Julie said. “Through my work on the 
proposals, I got to learn about what kind of legal aid 
Sudanese refugees need most.”

The Sudanese lawyers’ interaction with their clients and the 
legal process itself were much different than Julie expected 
when she imagined what her experience would be like. The 
clinic handled prosecution of some kinds of crimes, such as 
child rape, but also defended juveniles and worked with 
clients needing assistance with non-criminal matters.

“Before we went to the IDP camp to meet with 
clients, I pictured the American way of getting the 
process moving, but when we arrived, we first sat 
down and everyone got a Fanta or Coca-Cola and 
cookies and the lawyers gave human rights and 
legal awareness workshops,” Julie said. “At the 
end, they asked people who needed legal 
assistance to come with them. That day all the 
people needing assistance were women, mainly 
involving divorce and alimony-related issues.”

In addition to her work with Mutawinat, Julie also 
spent time working with another legal aid 
organization, Al Manar. This gave her further 
insight into the relationship between Sudanese 
legal aid lawyers and their communities. When 
flooding in the main IDP camp kept most aid 
organizations away, Al Manar’s director took Julie 
with her to assess the damage and begin serving 
clients. Julie realized how integral the Sudanese 
lawyers were to their communities.

“It was so inspiring to me to have these 
experiences because it gave me a great idea of 
what a lawyer should be,” she said. “If we are 
going to fight for justice, we have to be acquainted 
with marginalized people. Their philosophy is that 

“Not only did I gain a foundation 
of technical skills necessary to 
become an international trade 

lawyer, I also had an inside view 
into the complexities of trade policy 
formulation. I’m humbled by having 

had the opportunity to work in 
such a dynamic environment.”

– Beau Jackson

Julie Larson and friends Anab and Cipriano in Khartoum, Sudan.
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if they are going to serve those people, they can’t be distant 
bystanders. In legal clinics here (the United States), people 
come to us, and we can find it kind of scary and 
uncomfortable. I feel so blessed to have come to know people 
who see people as people.”

DANIEL BELHUMEUR: HOUSTON, TEXAS, ERNST & 
YOUNG LLP GLOBAL ENERGY CENTER
Third-year student Daniel Belhumeur utilized his academic 
knowledge of international law, international trade law and 
international investment law as an intern at the Ernst & Young 
LLP Global Energy Center’s International Tax Services Group in 
Houston, Texas. 

Daniel’s assignments were concentrated on international trade 
treaty analysis and international transaction-based consulting. 
He drafted, reviewed and researched client issues as related 
to integrated oil and gas entities and advised clients on 
international corporate-based restructuring, inbound and 
outbound transactions and international tax strategies. Daniel’s 
work also involved analyzing tax treaties relating to 
transactions in North, Central and South America, Western 
Europe, Africa and the Middle East.

“One particular project involved assessing the international tax 
consequences associated with a U.S. integrated oil and gas 
company’s cross-border acquisition of a foreign entity,” Daniel 
said. “The project required analyzing post-acquisition tax 
consequences in the United States and the entity’s country of
residence. Many issues were taken into consideration for this 
transaction including applicable tax treaty networks, governing 
law and the legal and tax system of the acquired company’s 
country of residence. I also assessed the legitimacy of the 
acquired company’s country of residence tax system under 
appropriate international trade agreements.”

The internship was a perfect fit for Daniel’s international law 
interests because representing integrated oil and gas entities 
requires a high level of technical expertise in international 
trade and tax.

“Effective international trade and tax planning is critical for 
integrated oil and gas entities because of the global business 
activities associated with their business model,” Daniel said. 

“My ability to analyze the implications of 
proposed transactions was of significant benefit 
to Ernst & Young and its clients.”

CONCLUSION
Each of these students returned to KU Law this 
fall armed with extensive practical knowledge 
and excitement about the possibilities for their 
future legal careers. For most of them, their 
summer experiences reinforced their instincts 
about the path they would like their careers to 
take. For others, the magnitude of their 
experiences left them more contemplative than 
ever about the best ways to achieve their goals. 
Either way, they all gained knowledge they 
could not have otherwise acquired in a 
traditional classroom setting.

Endnotes
1. Keith Morrison, The Preacher’s Wife, MSNBC, available at http://www.
msnbc.msn.com/id/19683388/ (last visited September 11, 2007).

2. Winkler Sentenced Three Years for Husband’s Murder, ABC News, 
available at http://www.abcnews.go.com/TheLaw/story?id=3259558 (last 
visited September 11, 2007).

Daniel Belhumeur
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